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and to have a meeting after we had been shown the school. He
was not permitted to show us much. The older girls took hold of
our arms, waists, or wherever possible, and led us off to show
us their sleeping accommodation and other things they con-
sidered more interesting than class-rooms. The protests of the
Head were of no avail, since we were willing victims. Here again
one was quite unconscious of the disabilities from which these
boys and girls suffered- Here too was an atmosphere of joyful
activity, kindliness, and understanding. For us it was delightful
to be so immediately accepted as friends and equals.
The domestic arrangements all showed great attention to
cleanliness, but they also showed decided poverty. The girls'
dormitory was furnished with the bare minimum, and no trace
of beauty. The Head apologised for their poverty. They had
received very little help so far from any organisation, but he
was expecting an improvement in this respect.
Meanwhile, the pupils had been collected in the hall. When we
arrived we were greeted by tremendous clapping. Then we were
bombarded with questions about our countries, on every con-
ceivable topic—the conditions of the workers, wages, unem-
ployment, colonial policy, current events, when we would have
our revolution, etc., etc. Most of the questions were addressed
to my negro friend. She evoked considerably more interest than
I did. My translations in Russian were repeated by the teacher
to the pupils/They could all lip-read, and many of them under-
stood me. The eagerness, the intelligence, and the enthusiasm for
life shown by these boys and girls was amazing. The Head finally
took pity on us and closed the meeting, with greetings from the
pupils to the deaf and dumb children of England and America.
The Pioneer leader, a very attractive girl of seventeen, whis-
pered to the Head that they would like to invite us to lunch.
The Head was not at all sure that their lunch was suitable for
foreign visitors. We quickly decided that it was. The hubbub
and the noise quietened down in the dining-room to a normal
anpLQunt of sound, again giving one the impression that one wbs
amongst normal children. In the dining-room we were the cause

